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The Soviet food depot at Ma.rsha.naﬁﬂa_f_tmh_m—[
vas located about 10 es from the 'shens

caxp on the opposite side of the city from the camp and about one km
from the coal mines at Marshansk.

The food was stored in vhat were called silos ‘which were actually large
square holes, lined with concrete, about 30 ft square and dug about
2 1/2 meters into the ground.

The silo pits were arranged with four in a line om each side of a
center roadway and s large roof covered all eight holes. The roof
was high enough and the distance between the silos was wide emough
to allov trucks to be driven between the holes to unload and load
food directly from truck to pit. All four sides of the depot were
open.

A1l types of food were stored in these silo pits including grain,
vegetables, tomatoes, cucumbers, salted fish from the Volgs and meat.
When a ¢ilo vas filled to the top, pPlanks were put over it and it vas N
then covered with s tarpaulin,

To get the food out, ladders were used to go down inmto the pits. POW
mhnpower was used to pass the £God up where it was losded into trucks
that had been driven alongside the pit.

There was no provision for refrigeration in any of the pits and no
special cama-vas given to;the food except for covering over the pits
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. that were filled. UThe Soviets depended on cold weather for refrigeration and o
-, some of the food was kept in the pits indefinitely, particularly in those pits. - '
~ where the filling and unfilling was alvays off the top half of the pit.@‘ '
25X1 ‘ the fish frequently spoiled and that the vegetsbles froze but no o ‘
/ . to care about frozen vegetables. They apparently ate them simce nothing
: .. was ever thrown awey although it was obvious on a m-ber of occasious that the
- ., - . food had spoiled in storuse ‘

" 2BXq

" 7. Distribution of the food took plnce each dny like clockvork although not
- .always at the same pits. There were often occasions when one truck would come
- -in and unload to be followed by another truck coming im to be loaded from the. -
same pit, taking fresh food off the top. There was no provision to use the . -
food that had been in storage the longest. On the other hand, food in some of
the pits would not be moved for a long period of time.. There was alsoa
conpection with the railroad tracis which brought in foods for storsge in the
pits. AI.’L of the food from thil depot vas for the use of the Soviet Am

o : .25X1
-€ro and a1 the food at . - .. 29Xl
tmkmummr:ducnmm e S

9. ‘ ‘l‘he food warehouses in the Orsk area were also huge bunkers in the gro\md uhich .
were constructed exactly the same as the silo pits in Marshansk. The same’ R S
systest of collect and distribut: (] S - 25X1
LOAL

25X1 There vere more than eight s1lo pits in Orsk| | Z5X1
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